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© Dixon’ 5 Carburet of Fron 'Z 


Will produce a more brilliant and lasting 
polish, and with less labor than any 
other. It will effectually preserve the 
Tron from rust, and is neat and clean to 
use—there being really no dust from it. 

It is absolutely free from smell. It is 
the cheapest, as we will warrant one 
package to outlast three of any other kind. 


ol 


JOSEPH DIXON, 
ORESTES CLEVELAND, 


wor 


Otfire of Divows Black Lend ai Works 


Established in 1828, 


Jey ous INE < es ZA ep ee ISOE 
aren at J oseph Dixon & Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Dixon’s Black Lead Crucibles, 


Dixon’s Carburet of Iron Stove Polish, 
Dixon’s Lumber Pencils. 


TERMS: CASH ONLY, 


Payable with current rate of Exchange on New-York. 


4g Gro, Boxes, 1 Gro. Boxes, 2 Gro. Boxes, Bbls. Crucibles, ZA cos Crucibles, LAA ve pees 
400 flo SO ~ sore 
SO6 — SS = SS CO 
PRG 244C0€ 
Z2¢00 — 7O = 202°CO & 
Pity owe EPS LOE, Sere VSG 5° Vsbo| — 
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Shipped, in good order and condition, by 


i? fe I « 
on board the Cl. “fect 77 called the __ 


Le rhereof___ Lies ae 


W7 IVES = © @ ee IMBeASN Soe @ez ee ewe = —— s aes =F 


SAN PRANCESCO. 


AGENTS IN NEW-Y¥ORK, 
GHO, PLATT & JAMES 8. WiLSON, 
No. 71 Wall Street. 


being marked and numbered as in the margin, and are to he deliyered in the like good order and condition, from the yessel’s tackles 
LD Wie fin when ready for delivery, ¢ e NCISCO, (the dageers of the seas, fire and co tee 
feo Le AS irae Po = i ae ee ort tion = : —__or t0____—# = : 


assigns, he or they paying freight for the said Goods before delivery, if required, at the rate of freight, as per margin, 


Ce ese Se See ee ee 


| with five per cent. primage and average accustomed. Em Wititess Wihereot, the Master of the said vessel hath affirmed 


| to four Bills of Lading, all of this tenor and date, one of which being accomplished, the others to stand void. 
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ABOUT THK BRANCHE MINT. 


Eprrors Aura:—The Washington correspondent 
ofthe ALTA has taken occasion, in the issue of that 
paper of June Sd, to make a personal assault upon 
me, and by innuendo and misstatement to throw 
diseredit upon the management of the Branch 
Mint in this eity. 

With his insinuations I have nothing todo. I 
shall content myself with replying to somo of the 
most palpable errors. And, to do this, I must 
be pormitted to indulge in o little history. 3 

When I assumed charge of the Mint in the month 
of May, 1863, I found its condition much worse 
than had been represented by the Special Agent, 
who had previously been appointed to investigate 
its affairs, Corruption and weakness would be 
mild terms to use with reference to its administra- 
tion, In spite of the protests of the gentlemen 
who stood at the head of each department, 
somo of the ofices were filled by persons who 
were, to say the least, utterly incompetent 
and unworthy. Situations, as the report proyed, 


bad been bargained for at a high premium. 
Men who had paid largely for places, and who 


had been removed, after a year’s service, to make 
room for others, presented themselves to claim the 
position to which they thought they were entitled; 
and to such an extent had the practice been pur- 
sued, that in one instance a written promise for a 
situation was presented to me, dated some weeks 
anterior, but maturing subsequent to my inaugura- 
tion, for which the holderinformed me he had paid 
& considerable amount. The credit of the Institu- 
tion was low; tradesmen and mechanies, unable to 
collect their monoy, had refused to trust any longer. 
The appropriation for the year nearly closed had 
been exhausted, and scores of creditors were clam- 
oring at the doors of a depleted treasury for their 


dues. The morale of the entire establishment was |}, 


bad, and but for the constant vigilance of the ex- 
cellent gentlemen who directed each of the Ns 
ments, it would be difficult to imagine to what.a 
degree of degradation the Branch would have been 
med used before Government could have afforded 
reliet, 

In correcting these abuses, I was, of course, com- 
pelled to incur much hostility, and to make many 
personal enemies. It was supposed that I would 
not dare make certain removals, nor cancel certain 
contracts; but the place has, I believe, been protty 
thoroughly purged—how effectually, the animus of 
the ALTA correspondent’s informant best proves. 

That correspondent presents the following array 
of figures, professing to comprise a statement of the 
oxpenditures for the past four years, viz.: 


Calendar year, 1862—Steyens, Suporin- 


tendent seestaserseess $209)208 47° 
Fiseal year ending June 30th, 1863— 
Swain, Superintendent. 299,619 95. 


Fiscal year onding June 30th, 186i— 

Swain, Superintendont.....0..0....cc.0 eee Sree 
Fiscal yosr ending June 30th, 1865— 

Swain, Superintendent..........seecceee . 550,513 07 


Now, during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 
1863, when the expenses were $300,000, it happens 
that Iwas Superintendent but a little over one 
month, when there was no money of moment in tho 
treasury. ‘Tho correspondent intimates that I was 
Superintendent for tho ontire year. 

With the same spirit of unfairness he omits to 
give tho amount of expenses for the following year, 
(although the figures were as accessible as any 
others,) fearing no doubt the contrast. But I have 
no desire:to conceal the fact that they were $278,868 
14, which was the amount of the appropriation 
granted, according to the estimates of my predeces- 
sor. Nordo I hesitate to say that I would have 
expended a much Earees amount had the means 
been at my control. Unfortunately, they were not. 
Tho larger portion of this sum was expended early 
in the first year of my administration in liquidat- 
ing the debts incurred by my predecessor, Some of 
these bills had been standing nearly a year, and 
their number and amount was really alarming. 
So great was'the extent of them that their aggre- 
gate, together with the necessary expenses of the 
Branch, nearly exhausted the appropriation for the 
year ending June 80th, 1864, the first six or seyen 
months, leaving the institution without funds for a 
long period of time, The public, no doubt, very 
well remember, as certainly the employés of the 
Mint remember, the difficulties of the Branch in the 
summer of 1854, on the eve of a Presidential 
election, growing out of the failure to pay the men 
for a period of nearly six months. Not only was 
the appropriation insufficient by reason of the 
causes which Ll have named, but before I had been 
in office many months I presented estimates of a 
deficiency to the Department of $72,000, which 
amount was promptly granted by Congress. Henco 
the expenditure for the year ending June 30th, 
1864, was exhausted early to pee debts in part—in 
the contracting of which I had no agency—and 
when we entered upon the year to end June 30th, 
1865, the Mint was many month in arrears. 

The expenses for that year, instead of being 
$551,000 as the ALTA correspondent says, were only 
$509,313 77. In view of the faet that this amount 
represents the expenses for nearly a year and a half, 
thatthe cost of all articles had augmented, that 
the cost of living had increased, that currency, dur- 
ing much of the time when the greatest outlays 
were made, ranged from 3734 to 50 per cent., and 
that my predecessors had, with but little exception, 
paid at par, it is no wonder that the amount has 
not been considered excessive by the Department. 

I present these facts froma sense of duty to the 
public. ‘That portion of the letter to which I reply, 
the correspondent in question will find upon ex- 
amination, to be, for the most part, a tissue of 
falsehoods. About the only truth contained in it 
is my own Jetterto the Department, enclosing my 
estimates, which were prepared upon a basis to 
avoid, if possible, the difficulties and embuarrass- 
ments consequent upon a deficie of funds, [ 
do not hesitate to ayow the authorship of that let- 
ter, and when the estimates for next ycar are pre- 
pared, I shall probably write one equally as 
strong, perhaps stronger, and [ repeat that if 
tho revenue of the Mint were returned to the 
Treasury in gold, as it is received, it would have 
paid the oxpenses of the institution in currency for 
the year concerning which this informant makes so 
much ado. 

T regret. to be under tho necessity of oceupying so 
much of the columns of your paper. I could do no 
less. Under ordinary circumstances I would not 
notice the attacks of an anonymous writer. In the 
present instance the array of figures and tortured 
statement of tacts imperatively required « rejoin- 
dor from me; not aloue because I have been as 
suiled, but for the sake of tho reputation of the in- 
atitution over which I have the honor to preside, 
In the management of the duties of the office, I am 
responsible to no one outside of the Department. I 
do not write this way of axplanation or apology, 
but sitoply to expose some falsehoods of th 
have imposed upon the correspondent of the Avra, 


Tho naesanlt from euch ia no surprise. JT am well 
aware that 2 man holding public office in this State 
who tries to perform his duty, is gonérally consid- 
ered ss inviting attack, end I have no desire to 
claim immunity from this universel rule. T under 
id peorfeetiy well the parpose that is acurht te 
mmplished by tl ontion of suoh ficures, 
| hare some reason to beliove that the honor 
able Keeretary of tho Treasury is quite satisfied with 
the mannor in whieh the Branch Mir seondueted 
If he ia not, ho knows precisely what course to pus 
fue without any proiwptingy from interested partios | 
mm ft f. KB. Bwas 


Baw 


Coniiission Wik wauyourn 


ther The Lato Robbery tn Your 0.8. Braneh Mint, 


hati Chore seoms to be a vory agarayaled caso of quien 
(rr vite? at the Trentury Department osx ta how much 
1 to | has boen stolen, who divided the spoils, and whore 
vor, | the enterprising thlef, young Macy has seereted 
it himsel!? ‘The wneertainty existing in reference to 

*) the * who” and “where,” may not be regarded a 
Will, | very remarkabloin this“ fagt" (nancial day, but 
fion, | velation to tho amount mi asin the quid nunes 
oe of the Capital, interested in Galifornin ovatters, 
eo* |) think that undor the present highly efieient tran 
lee eI nt of that peculiarly vnfortunate tastitution, 
yon | the VS. Brnanvch mint, the sunstoten coight by this 
me) HB he ascertained with some degree of necuracy, 


his, as I have understood the mattor, 18 not 
on- | ease of “volatilization; no roofs have to be 
swepl; nor is it claimed that any portion of the 
nissing treasure went up the chimneys or flues, 


KeD | yoy has any disel aimer been pub in as to its having 
der |“ gone up the spout,’ “Who shall decide when 
o- | Doctors disagree?” ask the officials of the Troas- 


ury.. ‘To-day’s steamor brings the Superintendent's 
manifesto prockuming the “Embezzlement,” (that’s 
the polite term; government officials never steal.) 


self | Lhe next steamer brings, a cortitionte from the 
th= Tie surer showing that “nobody is hurt; all’s 
: ” Tho mail suceeed- 


oney is missi 
ing, delivers an WO, BH. mi er 
» | tile Superintendent, explaining that the ‘Bre 
1in | ver’s certificate was altogether a mistake and that 
tho monetary hiatus is still unsettled on the hooks; 
ted | ud also, unfortunately, in those other places where 
the treasure ought to represent itsel/—the coining 
re- | room, the cutting room, the melting room, the 
on- | SWeep cellar, and the vaults. Suceceding steamers 
the | bring statements and counter-statements, more or 
y is | less official, with addenda and codicils more or 
w- | conflicting ‘and confusing; the Coiner, too, adding 
to | to the embroglio, by putting in his vague state- 
‘he | ment, claim and ‘coneral protest on the same gen- 
eral principle that many decedents are declared 
hho | “insolvent.” Thus it progresses, if such cuttle-fish 
‘n- | tacties can be considered progression, until the 
ng | Department here is in the condition of that sapient 
n_ {Judge who protested againstshearing doth sides, 
he | it made it impossible for himto determine. It has, 
od | at the present time of writing, settled resignedly 
into the belief that the “abstraction” is more mo- 
hy } mentous than was at first stated. 

is | Another phase in the financial affairs of this in- 
itz | stitution, (the United States Branch Mint,) is also 
nt | Proy. oking some discussion and inquiry, not, only at 
id | tho Treasury, bul ab the ‘‘other end of the Ave- 
»- | nue,” viz; the recent cnormous er 
ie anounting for the last fiscal year, to $550,513 07; 
\y | with a coinage of 1,775,116 pieces. The expendi- 
{| tures of the last fiscal year under the previous 
{ | Management were only $290, 619 55; with a coinage 
ir | Of 2,872,173 pieces; and those of the preceding cal- 
% endar year were but $269,263 47. The coinage in 
5 | 1861, cost tho Government 183-100 each dollar; in 
13862) exactly 144 cents; while at present, the cost is 
y | over3 cents. ‘This immense difference in tho ex- 
it | penditures of tho last year, of the present, and tho 
ig | last year of the preceding superintendeney, amount- 
y | ing to $250,893 12 can be only in a small measure 
oe attributable to ‘ “greonbacks,” as they ruled but 18 
per cent, Jower in 1865, than their market value in 
of | 1863, and a portion of the expenditures were made 
e| in green backs aut 100. While Tam on this subject, 
Tam reminded to protest a little against the doter- 
it | Mination which is evinced with you in many quar- 
ul | ters, some of them official, to epauent ize wn 
‘o | depreciate ourcurrency. Of the latter class 1 here- 
\- | with append, as one of the most curious cases, the 
— | following copy of an official letter : 


penitures, 


ut Super RIN *p’s Orricn, U.S. Brayen Mint, 
ily Franorsco, August 2d, 1865, Aft 
i- | Sm: Ihave the honor to enclose you herein the 


f-lusual annual estimates of the appropriation for | 
‘-|the support of this branch, for the fiscal year, 
ts | ending June 30, 1867. The estimates have been pre 
il | pared with reference to ee same valuation for cur 
jt | reney as last year, viz. per cent, Although Ts 
le | have materially reduced ‘the wages of workmen, 

e}and although the eurrency may rule much higher 
during the year, [ have not thought it expedient to 
, | cut down the estimates at too low a figure for fear | 
s- | that the operations of the branch may he embar- | 
\- | rassed, possibly by oa deficiency of funds. I trust | 
>, | that the amount called for will not be reduced by | 

a, | Congress, 

By It is quite proper that I should add here that if | 
r- | the parting charge and the charge of one-half of 
-} one per cent. for coinage were paid into the Mint 
a, | Treasury, as they are received, in gold, this msti- 
, | tution would he nearly self-supporting. 

= Tam yours, very respectfully. 

, Roser B. Gee Superintendent, 

= Hoy. JAmus Pouwock, Director of the Mint, Phil- 
f | adelphia. 

-| In addition to the manifest impolicy of such, an 
k,]/emanation from a loyal, governmental official, 
, | there are in this short letter of a dozen lines, three 
a,| gross blunders, which, however pardonable in an | 
L- | oficial, as they go, ave certainly incxcusable in a 
8, | man claiming: to have received a mercantile educa- 
rv; | tion. The blunders to which I allude, will of 
y- | course at once strike you. Jirstly—The letter is 
n, | written as its date shows, on the 2d of August, 
n | 1865, four months after the war is closed, and when 
h-| gold is tumbling at the rate of ten to twenty per | 
f | cent. per diem. The money for which his ‘ esti- 
mates” call isto be expended during the fiscal 
s-] year ending June 30, 1867. Ile will, therefore, only 
'- | begin to expend jt on the first of July, 1866 ; a, pe- 
riod eleven moaths subsequent to the writing of 
N, | the letter. He, however, still “estimates” that 
r | currency will only be worth 50 per cent! On the 
te very day he writes the letter, it is 69, and to-day it 
je is $5; and yet this thoughtful and reflective man 


0 | in the very teeth of all the indications to the con- 
h | trary arising from the close of the war—the rapid 
| | fall of gold, and the highly favorable aspect of pub- 
\e | lie affairs—estimates that “currency” will not be 
worth more than ‘50 per cent.” during the fiscal year 
ending June 380th, 1867, How about that? Oh, 
ponderous Chase ! 

Yhe second is worse than By blunder, as itis a 
gross misstatement, and yet, pert BaDS, it was a blun- 
der, neyertheless. He says, “Although I have ma- 
terially reduced,” ete. Where is the reduction ? 
As I have alrea udy shown, his expenditures aro 


more than 100 per, cent. greater than for the last 
year of the preceding superintéendency. 

The third is either you, may choose to term it, 
blunder or dnisstatement ; in fact, a little of both, 

esays: ‘ Itis quite BnOper to add here, that if 

the parting charge and the coat ee of one-half of 
one per cent, for coinage were pai into the Mint 
Treasury as they are received in gold, this institution 
would be nearly self-supporting.” Most eminently 
proper—éf it were only true! Lotus see how." ae 
ly self-supporting.” I suppose he means to include 
with the parting and coinnge charges a// the other 
earnings of the Branch, the total of which, for the | 
last year of his superintendency, ending duno 30, 
1865, WOT... th cteasragees 2: 
K xpendilures for the same year 


of expenditures over earnings, or 
uly self-supporting”’....... serses $320,593 88 
T give below, as complete as I ee © been able to 
obtain it, a statement of the expenditures of the 
Branch Mint, under the various superintendents, 
from its orgaization to date, viz 
5 | Liseal yenr ending June 30, @B55, Bird- 
i sall, Superintendents... ee 8309,737 67 
Wiseal your ending June 80,1 
Superintendent. Rbsbyvswestneuchcdichaccasbip 

. | Fiseal year ending June 80, 1857, Lott, 


22 93 


— Superintendent... ee saviwial 358,014 79 
a || Fiseal yoar ending June 40, , flemp- 
atend, Suporintendent 326,279 38 


Fisenl your ending June 80, 1 Hemp- 
stead, Superintendent. ssseeyaare 290/008) 06 
Fisenl year onding June 30, , 1800, ‘Temp 
stead, Superintendent... 97512 31 
Portion of year ending June 30, 1861, 
liompetend, Superintendent (i 240,917 49 
Portion of 861, fiscal yony, and fixeul your 
ending June 20, 1462, Btevena, Super 
{ intondent F evane 
Onlendar voor, 1862, Stoyons, Superin 
; tendent 289,283 47 
(| igen! your ending June 30, 1860, Swain, 
si] Superintendent i vee QUOOLO O65 
Hi Figen! year ending June 50, 1864, Swain, 
t Superintendent 
i | Visen! your ending June 5, 18), Swain, 
4 uporintendent 40,513 07 | 
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